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oh 3/28/66. Clainbs 1-18 are pending. 



Tljiik is thjej first Office Action fbr application number 10/565,178 Anchor Devic^ j ;j 
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■ T'' ■ ;: I I . I ■ I ! • 

M ■ '■'■'■^ . ' H M l? -i ■ •:!:!• 

ijp :^ Information DIshlpsure Statement M'; 

: TI!)e|l'^formatiori disclosure stkemerit Submitted on 1/19/06 is in compliance W^jiij 



the jD|Qy^^ CFR 1 .97. Accprdingly, the information disclosure statement has 

been considered^ by the examiner. ; t 



* Claim R^jectioh^- 35 use § 102 



life; '*» i.*!*^- -J' ^ ' ' i t t 'i ; i ' 

i! ' ' 'i^:^ . ; J . f He follbwihgH quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

' ~ ■ . . .; ; i : r I • : * i ' 



A person sti^ll be entitled tO;^ psftentjunless - 1 



• I =1 



(b^ {he invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public j. , j 
; j : 'i ii : udeior on sdle in this country, more than one year ibrior to the date of application for patent in the United i ' ' I 

; ' ' biaimsliirHl and 16-18 are rejected uhder 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by United StateVPatejit No. ^656^9 : ::| 

■' ' ' • . li '■ ■ ; ! .1 i : ' ■ ■ } i i I :^ 

The patervt to Hollimah! disctopes a.grqundianchor for supporting a flexible po$i !qf 

'■^ J f . • 1 i^''- r " ■' ! ' • ''I '■'! 

•^=6 ''' .i i)p)a^^lik€i:'c{Dnfig|jratioh' having a pair! of opposed broad surfaces (See Below) and a pdir 
of edges;>in the ground the ground anchor having a body (200) and one or more grourid; 

''•■!'.■■'•!• • ■ i .' • ' t • ■ 

' : ' : ' ■ i ■ ' . . ' ! I • • 

penetration mertiibers (See B^low) and haiving a single internal socket (202) for 
;receM„,«K ^ep<4, in u^lhe « l^a^^che imema, socket having a^ross-seofl^L 
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is 



provided retaining means (2Q4) having a latch projection (204a) extehdihg into the ; } 
; ,c j internal socket and a l^tch aperture (See Figure 8) in the body for engagement with thfe 
laitch ipbjectiqh if0^ the guide post within the at least one internal socket in use . 

wheirein thil retaining r^eansiip iocatied adj^c^nt the at le^st one internal socket for | j ! 
effecting releas^.of the guidejpost from the af. least one internal sockbt when required ! ^ 
S ; i whei'r^jji.b^^^ latch projectiori is contaptable by a tool (204b) to effect release pi ' 



wherein th^re is pfovided a cover strip (See Below) having the latch projection (204a) 1 !; 

engageabl0 with :thie bbdyiaiid the cpver stni:^ is contactable by the tool and a post 

. : -\ ■ : |;::r " | ■ 1 j-' 

; /ri^t^inej^^ at l^ast one interjial sockdt with the retaining means including a ; ' 

l£itch jpi^ojectioh (U 52) formed on one of the ground anchor wherein either of the latch ; 

■ ■ -'i ^ ' • i ; I ' ' ■ .-i = 

projection or tH^ latch aperture are engag^able or have ah adjacent surface of the body 

!■;*', 1 I • • ' I ; 

contactaple by;$ito6l to effect' relea^ of the iretaihing means to facilitate removal of th^:< 

W r ^ ' • ' ■ i ■ ' ' ' ' ' ' 

<^ '^i p6'si(1r'6m;the:grd^^ i'nchor and 
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Ground Peheitration 
Menftber ; ; i 



I. I'/.t!) ■ 




a method of 

installa.tion of ai.fexible post in the ground, the flexible post being of plate like 
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. • ; . .•^pnfigMi^ti(|)n ligiving a pair of opposed broad! surfaces and a pair of edges which aren i ;j • ; 
r ' re'slrlcted^bril^iT^ iniwidth which iricludes the steps of forming a hole in the ground;* ; 

' ' ' ■ *■■■ ] ■•■ j V i ., f -ill! 

Jocating a ground ariclior in tji^e hotejhaving at least one iriterna! socket wherein the ; ! 
least one ihternai sopket Js sutjstantially flush with ground level; and Inserting the post jiri ; 
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^'ii'i the^af li^aiislt ,onip iintenn^l socket whereby the fi)ost is retained therein with a major part of 

• :. ; ■ ■ ; i-..'.: .;• i ill i , i i. I 

the post e)<teneling abiiive groiljnd level whereby fliexing of the post upon impact due toi =| 

its plate like cbrifiguration may occur about alhinge point corresponding with ground j ; ;' 

. -leyel anq; Whereirt in step the hole Is'excavated prior to location of the ground anchor in ' 

' '^'^tfehSife'^ y^^firelrji i)le.holeisforrhed simultaneously with driving the ground anchor 



into the ground :jan,d wherein the posjt is retained within a single internal socket of the ^ • j 

"• .i '■■ '• i; ■ j • ' ' ^ : i . ■ ■. .: .; i V 

ground anchor, whereby the cross sectional shape of the post corresponds to the shape! 



! • ' f of t^iQi sirigib internal socket and wherein the bost is retained with the at least one M s ' 
; ■ " ?! ' 'ft'! inteirn^ s&ck^ ^ 'iHe(^fe^ence fit, wHerein the post is securely retained within the at : I 
least one'intemal spcket by at least pne or inbre l^tch projections, formed on one of thiB.: 
post or ground. anchor any engaging" with ai corresponding aperture fdrmed on anotheri '! 
•■/^.^fj 9f post wherein the latdi projection is disengaged from the "\ ! 'i 

■ , corries|i)ondin^ slperturfes to thereby release the post from engagement with the grourid 

■• '•■ ■ •, .- IC'' ■' ' i . : ; ! : ^ .. 1 ' :• 

anchor'. ...ir ' " i ! ' ■ i ■'':■.,■! 
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The follov^Jng is:a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all : M !• 

,1 ; #1 rejections set forth in this Off icej action: : i ' 

-v^' -^l', ^k^ ' 1!;;% hx^ j " = • • • 

- V . ■ , (a):A paten|;may !not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as se^ \ 

\ forth in section '1 02 !pf this title, If the differences -between the subject matter sought to be patented phd 
the prior art are, such that the^ siiibjectjmatter as a who|e would have been obvious at the time the ' ; i|< 
> , J inyiention wai? made to a person having brdin^iry! skill in the art to which the subject!matter pertains.- j : ! 
' V Pateritabiiity "shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. ; 
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■•I 



i ! 



pi^st Available Copy 



AppllcatlDn/Cohtrol Number: '1 0/565; 1 78 
ArtUnit:3632 ; ' , I .1 : 



Pages 



:! "1 i t'l^idim ISjiis rajdcted under 35; U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over United! 
States Patent Nq. 536^689 to Hollinian, as applied to claim 8 above, and in view of 
United States Pi?rtent rjJo. 255^887 to Tricarlqo. 



: . ' f , Hblllrnah Id iscloses applicant's baslc M^ 

'")■■' ^feislijovl^n; abp^^^ with ithe exceptionlthat it does not show wherein the ground 



penetratiorliniertijberis comprise ia plijirality of spikes whichi extend downwardly from a i l 



bottom end of th6 at least one socket. 
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; .i . f • i i ^itici^rlcbidiscloses a ground anchor (liO) having an internal socket (17) havingi i '1 ■ 
• : '''''|^groUrid:p6fib^ which are a plurality of spikes (21 ) which extend ' ' 



downwardly from a, bojftom end bf thp at le^st orie socket,; used for better stability on ; 



uneven ground.'! Therefore, It jWbuld have been obvious to one having ordinary skill m < 



.if ; • j|,!]"? :f "^j^^ ^'"^^ *!^® Invention wasjmade from the teachings of Tricarico to have majdie' 



I. pi , 



one spike, in order to improve the 



stat?ility pf the devjce. i! 



Conclusion 



isiconsidered pertinent to 



appilicant's disclosure.! 



. . ^Ni: y i i !|"iPiie|foll0wirig documents shoW a groupd anchor member 
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| i 'niiii^yAJiy rriguiliy CQ this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling at : 

telephone rrurhber 57^j-272-6823. Ihe examiner can norrrially be reached (Mon-Fri I 



8am-5:00pm). The fax machihe nurriber for ttie Technology center \$ 571 -273-8300 J ; 



H : : ; >!^(feritia( |(iT4fendW4hts), informal amehdments or communications 571-273-6823. Any i j li • 
,^ wik!; ihqtiippf ta igep^ral, ipature or relating to the sjtatus of this application should be directed 
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f27i2-3600. 
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